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Gettysburg  Address 

Parodies 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 
sources  illuminating  aspects  of  this  most 
well-known  Presidential  speech 
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Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Union  pacific  Magazine,  February,  1922 


If  Lincoln  Were  Alive  Today 

Four  score  and  ten  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  on  this 
continent  a  new  industry,  conceived  by  private  invention  and 
dedicated  to  the  quasi-public  purpose  of  moving  persons  and 
property  from  place  to  place.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
economic  war,  testing  whether  that  industry  or  any  industry 
so  conceived  and  so  dedicated  can  long  endure.  We  have 
reached  a  crisis  in 
that  war.  We  have 
come  to  the  point 
where  we  must  de- 
c  i  d  e  w  h  e  t  h  e  r  o  u  r 
great  steel  h  i  g  h  - 
w  a  v  s  ,  built  a  n  d 
operated  as  private 
companies,  and  su- 
pervised by  the 
Govern  m  en  t ,  c  a  n 
continue  in  their 
present  form,  and  be 
allowed  to  earn  a 
reasonable  returnon 
the  tair  value  of  the 
property  devoted  to 
the  public  service, 
or  whether  that  business,  encompassed  by  regulations  impos- 
sible of  fulfillment,  shall  be  made  unprofitable  and  then  be 
taken  over  by  the  Government.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and 
proper  that  we  should  discuss  this.  But  in  a  large  sense,  we 
should  discuss  it  only  with  full  realization  of  its  economic  effect, 
without  bias,  and  with  careful  deliberation  upon  complete 
survey  of  the  facts.  The  brave  men  living  and  dead  who  strug- 
gled to  perfect  the  science  of  railroading  have  dedicated  to 
society  a  transportation  machine  that  commands  the  admira- 
tion and  respect  of  all  mankind.  The  world  will  little  note  nor 
long  remember  what  we  say,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they 
did.  It  is  for  us,  who  remain,  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us,  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  their 
efforts  shall  not  have  been  in  vain,  that  this  industry,  under 
God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  private  enter- 
prise under  public  direction  shall  not  perish  from  our  land. 


The  Lin, 


Lincoln's  Great  Address 
Paraphrased  for  Present 

One-score  and  six  years  ago,  our 
fathers  brought  forth  on  this  hap- 
less world  a  great  war,  conceived  in 
coveteousness,  and  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  human  sacrifice  is 
of  profit. 

Now  we  again  witness  battle- 
fields of  war,  testing  whether  that 
struggle  or  any  struggle  so  con- 
ceived and  so  executed,  can  bring 
true  peace.  Armies  meet  again  on 
battlefields  of  that  war.  We  com- 
memorate with  honor  and  paradox 
the  sacrifice  of  those  who  have 
given  and  shall  give  their  lives  that 
our  folly  might  live. 

But  in  a  larger  sense  we  cannot 
vindicate  —  we  cannot  exculpate  — 
we  cannot  absolve— their  loss.  The 
brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who 
bought  that  war,  proved  its  fu- 
tility, far  above  our  poor  power  to 
add  or  detract.  The  world  will  do 
well  to  note,  and  to  long  remember, 
not  what  we  say  here,  but  rather 
what  they  died  for  there.  It  is  for 
us,  the  living,  rather  to  dedicate 
ourselves  to  the  cause  of  peace  and 
the  end  of  human  annihilation  and 
deprivation.  It  is  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  task  remaining— 
that  from  these  honored  dead  we 
take  increased  devotion  to  the  pre- 
vention of  the  causes  for  which 
they  gave  their  last  full  measure  of 
devotion— that  we  here  highly  re- 
solve that  these  dead  shall  not  have 
died  in  vain— that  this  nation  shall 
have  freedom,  and  its  people,  under 
God,  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  peace 
—and  that  war,  with  its  bloodshed 
and  misery,  shall  perish  from  the 
earth.      WILLIAM  McBURNIE. 


V 


"PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AH)  MASS  COMMUNICATIONS" 

Address  by  Professor  Roscoe  Ellard,  Columbia  University 
Graduate  School  of  Journalism. 


I  was  going  to  speak  on  public  relations  until  I  attended  an  unending  party 
last  night,  and  found  out  that  everybody  knew  ttore  about  it  than  I  did.  I 
think  ignorance,  or  a  recognition  of  it,  is  endearing. 


Maybe  I  will  talk  to  you  about  a  fev  things  that  I  learned  the  bard  way  in 
newspaper  work.    Not  that  it  will  be  new  to  you,  but  sometiws  it  is  useful 
to  recall  things  because  we  forget  them.    I  got  so  Interested  in  this  talk  on 
"How  To  Save  Money  on  Production,"  which,  once  as  a  newspaper  owner  I  was 
chiefly  interested  in,  that  it  seems  <lueer  to  get  up  here  and  tell  you  hew  to 
•pond  more  money  on  better  writing.    I  sometimes  read  the  newspapers,  book- 
lets and  brochures  and  wonder  why  we  spend  so  much  money  on  proAiction  on  so 
little.    Never  perhaps  in  this  terrifically  critical  time  was  so  such  written 
by  bo  many  who  understood  so  little,  (laughter) 


I  don't  know  why  I  am  up  here  talking  to  people  who  know  more  than  I  do,  and 
who  have  more  life  insurance \^ag]a&  than  I  have.    When  I  left  the  party  at 
two  o'clock,  from  interest  and  fatigue,  all  except  my  wife  and  I  went  out  to 
get  scrambled  eggs.    I  was  surprised  to  find  you  here  this  morning.    But  I 
do  want  to  exchange  some  experiences  from  some  newspaper  work. 

I  don't  know  that  I  made  a  survey  of  Venezuelan  newspapers,  but  I  was  taken 
down  to  advise  Venezuelan  newspapers  how  to  get  out  better  papers.    I  wasn't 
sure  I  knew  how  to  do  it,  except  they  were  polite  and  seemed  to  think  the 
ideas  were  good  and  paid  me  far  too  much. 


I  suppose  that  any  kind  of  knowledge  you  accumulate  is  valuable  if  you  know 
how  to  use  it.    I  renember  as  a  young  student  at  the  University  I  was  invited 
to  a  house  party  at  Holder  College,  a  girls'  school.    I  was  a  little  shy,  as 
I  still  am,  and  got  into  this  party  at  the  wrong  time.    I  saw  some  big  arched 
doors  I  think  I  was  the  first  man  who  had  been  on  the  campus  of  this 

select  girls'  college  ...  and  I  said,  "Where  do  I  find  such  and  such  a  girl?" 
And  sense  frightened  fawn  said,  "In  there."    I  pushed  open  the  arched  doors  and 
found  myself  in  a  huge  dining  room,  about  like  this,  and  I  was  too  frightened 
to  know  how  to  get  out.    I  stood  there,  and  this  little  girl  with  very,  very 
deep  blue  eyes  ...  and  other  things  (laughter)  came  up  and  rescued  me  with  a 
Homeric  woaan  who  was  sitting  at  a  head  table.    HclderJs  women,  you  know,  are 
all  deep  bosoewd  and  cx-eyed.  (laughter)    This  voaan  turned  out  to  be  the 
president  of  this  girls'  school. 


She  looked  down  condescendingly  at  me  and  took  me  up  to  the  head  table,  with 
,tte»  &Lue  eyes,"  She  said,  "We  were  about  to  ask  the  blessing.    Since  we  have  a 
man  visitor  from  the  university  (I  never  have  liked  the  way  she  said  'man*)  we 


I  said  I  wanted  to  say  a  word  about  the  so  Little  fillers.     1  worked  on  one 
newspaper  where  they  said  don't  waste  time  or  the  filler  Btuff.     I  was  on  a 
rewrite  -  "get  it  out!    Get  it  out'.    Put  your  skills  into  the  big  pieces  we 
can  play  up."    I  think  it's  wrong.    The  little  pieces  take  tine.    The  little  1 
piecas  get  people  to  feeling  this  paper  is  worth  reading-.     "I  don't  know  why 
but  when  I  go  on  a  vacation  I  vim;  it  sent  to  me.     Or  this  brochure  from  thi 6  \ 
particular  life  insurance  company  or  industry  I  want  to  read  because  every  line; 
sticks.  I  believe  it;  1  see  it;  I  wart  to  do  something  about  it." 


May  I  suggest  -  I  think  writing  is  a  habit  of  niind.     it  isn't  something  that  j 
you  can  put  into  ten  rules,  prop  up  in  front  of  the  .platen  of  your  newspaper,  j 
use  it  when  you  write  for  publication  and  then  forget  j£  when  you  go  on  the 
golf  course,  or  tell  your  wife  goodbye  at  the  station.     1  think  you  have  to 
write  effectively  as  a  habit,  of  mind.     If  you  use  d u  11  e x pjre e e i ons  in  sayTng 
goodal|tfit  aod  asking  for  orange  ,]uice  M*.  thg  table .  in  inv  iting  a  pTOspectTto 
go  to  luach  with  ^ou_,  you  get  go  that  writing  ii  very  difficult.    On  the  other 
hand,  you  can  get  so  that  the  eight  line  filler  can  be  very  well  written.  A 
man  vsafcaovn  is  found  dead  of  20  bullets  by  a  toner/  gun  in  the  midst  of  the 
tombstfcoaes  in  the  dusty  shop  where  he  has  been  carving  then  for  20  years.  What 
are  you  going  to  write  to  pick  up  interest?    Are  you  going  to  write  that  James 
McGiliicudy  was  found  dead  at  &sven  o'clock  tonight.    He  was  shot  by  ...  or 
are  you  going  to  say,  "In  the  midst  of  the  tombstones  in  the  dusty  shop  where 
do  had  been  carving  them  for  30  years,  Jaws  McGillucuddy  was-  found  by  his  son 
home  on  a  three  day  leave."    Anybody  will  pick  it  up.    You  don't  know  the  man 
too  well,  but  you  pick  up  the  contrast.    It  r«oi.ndM  you  of  Conrad  who  pops 
into  »y  head  -  a  scene  in  whicn  the  door  of  a  desert  cafe  swung  open  and  in 
the  torchlight  he  said,  "You  saw  the  haunches  c  f  a  horse  by  which  stood  a  na- 
tive with  an  iron  spur  strapped  to  his  naked  heel.      You  can't  help  but  pic- 
ture it.    It  only  took  three  lines.    But  you  remember  it.     I  remembered  it  af- 
ter 20  years  -  the  contrast 1_J^_l^^giy__qf  the  thing.    You  can  learn  to  write 
like  that,  even  life  insurance  advert  1  sing . 


I  reaeaber  one  line  I  read  many  years  ago  whan  I  was  engaged  to  be  married,  and 
full  of  sunshine  and  violets,  eorie  music  and  all.     It  oaid,  ,: Don't  make  your 
wife  marry  again."    I  don't  know  whether  that's  a  good  advertising  line  or  not, 
but  it  stuck  over  20  years.     (laughter)    Don't  make  your  wife  marry  again.  Take 
your  reader  to  the  scene . 
.  —  s. 

/Let  me  suggest  that  this  is  a  habit  of  aind .     I  mention  Abraham  Lincoln  hare 
/    because  I  noticed  tnere  were  several  Republicans  at  the  party  last  night.  ( laug.. 
ter)    I  gathered  that  one  qualification  on  toe  application  blank  for  working 
for  a  life  insurance  company  is  -  Are  you  a  Republican)   i laughter )  Abranam 
Lincoln  when  he  wrote  the  Gettysburg  Address  --  now,  Abranaa  Lincoln  was  a 
lawyer  but  not  a  very  good  lawyer,  but  he  was  a  great  stylist  and  a  great  stf.tes 
man.    Suppose  ne  had  been  steeped  in  Legal  verbiage  when  he  wrote  Xtua  Gettys- 
burg Address.    It's  nothing  agaiC6t  lawyers,  it's  something  against  legal  verb- 
iage.   Suppose  he  had  said,  and  this  isn't  trying  to  be  funny.     It's  pointing 
out  that  writing  is  a  habit  of  mind.     Suppose  he  had  written  out: 

'Vhereas  in  the  year  1776  the  founders  of  this  Republic  set  up  and  instituted 
a  new  government;  based  on  Legalltarian  principles  and  practice,  and 


k6, 


"Whereas,  the  Civil  War  is  now  Id  process  of  prosecution  to  <V*terraine  the 
expediency  of  said  government  and  said  principles;  and 


"Whereas  we  are  assembled  at  the  locale  of  one  of  the  major  combats  of  eaid 
war  to  dedicate  such  locale  in  accordance  with  the  propriety  of  such  as  actios 
as  a  place  In  iainmeim'i  of  the  defunct  of  the  said  internecine  encounter; " 


(And  I  wast  to  point  out  that  there 
in  this  thing. 


s  not  a  single  idea  left  out  or  violated 


"Whereas  the  defunct  by  their  unatatingly  impressive  fortitude  have  rendered 
comparatively  ineffectual  any  acts,  deed*  or  words  of  oecaoriali ration  to 
to  which  we  say  here  have  recourse  and 


"Whereas  the  objects,  ains  and  purposes  aiM  persiiaoeee  of  which  the  defunct 
method  or  Meritorious  decease) are  to  date  partially  rather  than  totally 
achieved, 


"Therefore  be  It  resolved:  that  we  hereby  devote  curaelves  more  assiduously 
than  heretofore  to  the  accocpliahnest  of  the  uncompleted  program  and  the  en- 
deavors of  the  aforementioned  defunct,  and 


"That  further  resolve:  that  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  deceased 
of  the  eaid  defunct  having  been  nugatory,  null  or  void  we  hereby  fram  mmd 
provide  a  eolatao  resolution  if,  hereof,  that  is  and  to  wit  that  this  govern- 
ment is  particular  and  legalitarlan  principles  in  general  shall  not  under  any 
circumstances  undergo,  suffer  or  experience  the  extremity  of  extermination . " 
(laughter  and  applause) 


Itow  I  ask  you.    I  don't  know  whether  you  are  Rctarian6,  Kiwenians  or 
Before  I  learned  better  I  was  a  Rotarian.    1  go  so  that  in  the  night  if  I 
heard  *  fire  bell  I  would  Jump  out  of  bed  and  start  singing    My  Country  Tis 
of  Thee . "  (laughter)    A  president  of  a  bank  would  call  i*s    Roscoe"  across  the 
room,  and  if  I  tried  to  borrow  $20,000  thereafter,  he  would  say,  "I  beg  your 
pardon  ? "    ( laughter ) 


If  you  can| imagine  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  Sotarian.    They'd  rir.sr  a  bell  and 
everybody  would  get  up  and  sing  "My  Country  lis  of  Thee,"  and  then  he  would  be 
introduced  to  give  the  Gettysburg  Address,  he  would  say: 


"fellows  ...  (laughter)  ...  you  all  know  back  in  1776  the  British  Colonies  in 
America  revolted.    They  got  klnda  fed  up  and  they  aet  up  a  new  government  or- 
ganised along  popular  and  businesslike  lines.    Well,  fellows,  we  are  now  in  a 
great  big  war  to  see  whether  or  not  a  government  like  ours  is  practical  enough 
to  last.    We  are  holding  a  meeting  on  one  of  the  big  battlefields  of  the  war 


hi. 


to  dedicate  it  as  a  cemetery  to  the  aen  who  vera  killed  /iere.    1  think  you  fal- 
lows will  all  agree  we  are  doing  tae  right  thing.    Can  I  have  a  siiov  of  hands 
on  that?  (laughter) 

"But  whan  you  fellows  cone  right  down  to  it  we  might  as  well  save  our  breath. 
Any  dedicating  that  might  be  in  order  has  already  bo^r:  done  by  tne  heros  who 
gave  their  all  here.    Nobody  will  pay  any  attention  to  what  we  have  to  say  but 
everyone  is  going  to  reneraber  what  they  did. 


"What  we  have  to  do  now  is  to  keep  up  the  good  wort.     There's  a  big  job  that 
is  still  auead  of  us,  oien.  We  ought  10  let  this  be  a  lesson  to  be  uore  patrio- 
tic and  loyal.    Hew  about  it  Pill  over  there  in  the  corner?     (Yep,  Bill  and 
Lloyd  will  go  along  with  it).    We  ought  to  resolve  right  ,iere  and  now  not  to 
go  back  on  these  dead  he  rot  and  we  ought  to  laake  up  our  minds  the  United  States 
is  going  to  stay  free  and  independent  and  in  this  country ,  at  least,  there  is 
going  to  be  a  real  popular  government.     I  ax  going  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
see  that  it  is  carried  out."  (laughter) 

o^nf  oaiwrifl,  ae  ani«y»*  hami  «e<w&n  advert  _ .  .^**sm£.h  mw"fr'  »«mj€  las  ^ 

would  have  put  in  the  optic  center  in  upper  and  lower  case:    A  Stupendous  Con- 
flict (three  spaced  periods)  For  Liberty  /exclamation  point)  <na  tfeecfDftSHjAp 
Amazing  New  Nation  (exclamation  point).   LAcd  tr.  panels}-  Eighty  Seven  Years 
Later  this  greatest  of  all  ware,  lb w  for  tne  first  time'  an  astounding  new  bat- 
tle fought  by  armies  famous  throughout  tne  world  for  the  blue  and  grey  uni- 
forms. (Laughter)    And  now  a  super  burial  ground.    Brave  soldiers  DASH  dead. 
CiiiiiMiflgtetiuw )    Honor  to  their  glorious  memory  and  we  LI  caps)  oust  carry  on 

(exclamation  point)  rHuge  line  across  the  bottom^   Finish  the  war  Save  the 
Union  now  before  they  are  all  gone. 

That  is  what  may  happen  if  you  are  kk**  in  habit  of  mind  which  is  styliam.  I 
think  you  can  learn  to  do  that.  I  think  you_ can  learn  to  tell  your  girl  good- 
night on  the  front  porch  in  verbs.  Yom  can  ask  for  the  orange  juice  at  break- 
fast maybe  in  16  unit  lines  when  they  ar*  interesting. 

Remember  when  the  Texas  City  explosion  occurred,  the  Monsanto  Chemical  Coapanv? 
The  story  was  sent  cut  by  a  pretty  good  reporter  I  think.  It  was  routine  stuf:  . 
It's  good.     It's  got  the  who,  how,  what,  when,  where  -  Texas   :$ty,  April  l'-4;.. 
Score 8  of  bodies  were  being  stacked  on  benches  and  table?  in  the  garage  and 
high  school  gymnasium  here  tonight  twelve  how»  alte     the  FY#t       ,\m  freighter 

loaded  with  ammonium  nitrate  exploded  at  '  lock  thiB 

morning.    The  explosion  set  firer  in  the  town  and  the  _    million  dollar  pyrene 
plant  of  the  Monsanto  Chemical  Company,  exploded  killing  scores.    The  death 
total  could  not  be  determined  yet,  officials  said  tonight.     (The  attribution  is 
Just  perfect)    A  50  acre  area  of  devastation  lies  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
harbor.    Six  fires  are  still  roaring  in  the  area. 


You  seIoct  5t—\  Tbat'8  th»  ulck-  cf  course,  in  painting  or  writing,  speak- 
ing or  anything  else.  vou  select  them  so  they  get  into  a  person's  imagination 
ard^take  _you_  t±J^__E£9r\e .     You  don't  say,  "The  speaker  with  rising  anger  said." 


Revised  Gettysburg  Address 


One-score  and  16  years  ago 
our  fathers  brought  forth  upon 
this  nation  a  new  tax,  con- 
ceived in  desperation  and  ded- 
icated to  the  proposition  that 
all  men  are  fair  game. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a 
great  mass  of  calculations, 
testing  whether  that  taxpayer 
or  any  taxpayer  so  confused 
and  so  impoverished  can  long 
endure.  We  are  met  on  Form 
10-10. 

We  have  come  to  dedicate 
a  large  portion  of  our  income 
to  a  final  resting  place  with 
those  men  who  here  spent 
their  lives  that  they  may  spend 
our  money. 

It  is  altogether  anguish  and 
torture  that  we  should  do  this. 
But  in  the  legal  sense,  we  can- 
not evade— we  cannot  cheat — 
we  cannot  underestimate  this 
tax.  The  Collector,  clever  and 
shy,  who  computed  here,  has 
gone  far  beyond  our  power  to 
add  and  subtract. 


Our  creditors  will  little  nota 
nor  long  remember  what  wa 
pay  here,  but  the  Bureau  of 
Internal  Revenue  can  never 
forget  what  we  report  here. 
It  is  for  us  taxpayers  rather 
to  be  devoted  here  to  the  tax 
return  which  the  government 
has  thus  far  so  nobly  spent.  It 
is  rather  for  Us  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  greiivtask  remain- 
ing before  us,  that  from  these 
vanished  dollars  we  take  in- 
creased devotion  to  the  few 
remaining;  that  we  here  high- 
ly resolve  that  the  next  year 
will  not  find  us  in  a  higher 
income  bracket. 

That  this  taxpayer,  under- 
paid, shall  figure  out  more  de- 
ductions, and  that  taxation  oi 
the  people  by  the  Congress 
and  for  the  government  shall 
not  cause  our  solvency  to  per- 
ish. 

PAUL  GIBSON, 
G.  A.  FOSTVEDT. 


0f*JL  /ft  I 


A  MODERN  VERSION  OF 
THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

One  score  and  nineteen  years  ago 
our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this 
nation  a  new  tax,  conceived  m  des- 
peration and  dedicated  to  the  prop- 
osition that  all  men  are  fair  game 
Now,  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
mass  of  calculations,  testing  wheth- 
er this  taxpayer  or  any  taxpayer  so 
confused  and  so  impoverished  can 
long  endure. 

We  are  met  on  Form  1040.  We 
have  come  to  dedicate  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  income  to  a  final  resting 
place  with  those  men  who  here 
spend  their  lives  that  they  may 
spend  our  money.  It  is  altogether 
anguish  and  torture  that  we  do  this. 
But  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot 
evade,  we  cannot  cheat,  we  cannot 
under-estimate  this  tax.  The  col- 
lectors, clever  and  sly,  who  com- 
puted here,  have  gone  far  beyond 
our  poor  power  to  add  and  subtract. 

Our  creditors  will  little  note  nor 
long  remember  what  we  pay  here, 
but  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 
can  never  forget  what  we  report 
here. 

It  is  not  for  us,  the  taxpayers,  to 
question  the  tax  which  the  govern- 
ment has  thus  far  so  nobly  spent. 
It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedi- 
cated to  the  great  task  remaining 
before  us  .  .  .  that  from  these  van- 
ishing dollars  we  take  increased 
devotion  to  the  few  remaining;  that 
we  here  highly  resolve  that  next 
year  will  not  'find  us  in  a  higher 
income  bracket;  that  this  taxpayer, 
under-paid,  shall  figure  out  more 
deductions;  and  that  this  tax  of  the 
people,  by  the  Congress,  tor  the 
government,  shall  not  cause  sol- 
vency to  perish. 

—Author  Unknown 
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May  the  Vision  Live 

r Edgar  DeWitt  Jones  used  the  form  of  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address  to  plead  for  unity  at  the ^  semi- 
centennial celebration  of  the  signing  of  The  Last 
Will  and  Testament  of  the  Springfield  Presbytery 
held  June  28  at  Cane  Ridge.— Ed.] 

FIVE  score  and  fifty  years  ago  one  of  the  fa- 
thers of  our  faith  brought  forth  on  this  sacred 
soil  a  proposal  for  the  unity  of  all  Christians. 
Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  testing  whether 
this  proposal,  or  any  other  of  like  purpose,  shall 
ultimately  triumph. 

We  are  met  at  the  scene  of  a  historical  revival 
We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  this  ground 
to  the  memory  of  a  devout  servant  of  the  Lord 
and  to  those  associated  with  him,  who  nobly  la- 
bored for  the  reunion  of  the  divided  house  of  God. 

But  in  a  larger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  can- 
not consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this  ground  The 
devoted  men  who  labored  here  have  consecrated  it 
far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The 
world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember  what 
we  say  here;  but  our  brotherhood  can  never  forget 
what  they  did  here.  ,. 

It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated 
here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they  who 
wrought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It 
is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us,  that  from  these  hon- 
ored dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause 
for  which  they  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  de- 

V°That  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  sharers 
of  our  Lord's  vision  shall  not  have  lived  in  vain, 
and  that  the  cause  of  Christian  union  may  have 
a  new  birth  of  ardor,  and  that  the  witness  of  our 
Lord's  followers  for  the  oneness  of  His  people  may 
not  perish  from  this  earth. 

(683)  3 
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Abe  Gets  C-  for  His 
Gettysburg  Address 


fa  „fi(~J  tf^mQ0T9         MViDjrMri  a«o  our  7athara  brought  forth  on 

jy/t^^ll   — '  ^<V 


this  oontinont  a  now  nation,  oonoeivad  in(£ibarty,  and  dadl 


yip 

to  the  ^opoaltion,  that  all  men  ara)  created  equal,  jjpy  wo  are  __| 
engaged  in  a  groat  oivil  war.  touting  whetharthat  nation,  or  any 

nation  ao  oonooivod  and  ao  dodlofcyed,  oan  long^enduroywe  axe  aet 

~—  — . —   ^ 

on  a  groat  battlefield  of  that  war-       have  cattr  v^dadjoatoy  a  portion 

of  thatOrleid  aa  acfinal  reeUng-plaoe<3*r  those  who  here  g»v«  thoir 


^livoa^that,  vthat  nation  Bight ^ivey  It  is  altogathor(fitting 
proper  that  wo  should  do  this'JPBut  in  a  largor  oanaa  »•  oannot  ^d* 
«o  oannot  oonseorate.  wa  oannot  .hallow,  thia  ground.  Tha  b»-ve>en, 
living  and  dsad,  who  otrugglod  haro,  havo  oonaaoratad  it^ax  abovo  our  ' 


what  wo  aay  hora^ButT  it  a  an  novor  forgot  what  ^fa«y  did  hero.  t^^^7 
It  la  for  us.  tho  living,  rathor  to  be  ^ded^ojted,  here  to  tha  unfluiehed 
work  whioh  they  who  fought'  hero  havo  thus  far  ao  nobly  advanced^ 


^  poW  to  add  or<da\7aoV,  The  world  will  llttlo  notour  long  ros»aber,  I Jgg^ 


t~*~  j  It  f  rather  for  us  Jo  bo  here^odloaiod,  to  tha  groat  taa*  reaainlng 

/~b. VMt  lhat  t roa  (thoae)honored  doad  wa  take, inoreaaed  davotlon  -Jf. 
to  that  oauaa  for  whioh  they^gave  tha  last  full  aeaaureof  dovotion;  that 


wa  hara  highly  raaolvo  that (thesejdead  ahall  not  hava  diad  in  vain; 
"^i'Z^"    that^thia  nation*  undar  Ood.  shall  hava  a  naw  birth  of^reodoa. 

and  that  governaent  of  tho  people,  by  tha  people,  and  for  tha  people,,  __t*-~ 


shall  not  j^rlsh  jfroa  tha  aarth.  f  _^ 


IHGLISH  2B 
A.  LIMCOLM 
STUDWT  U8I0M  BUM. 


^^^^^ 


With  thanks  to  EC. 
Publication,  Inc., 
©  7955,  publishers 
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for  reprint  rights  to 
this  grading  of  A. 
Lincoln's  2B  tiieme 
by  a  professor  who 
not  surprisingly  pre- 
fers to  remain 
anonymous. 
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Tfct  "t^Tf^l  Atirirf»a  »f      w°Vld  86011  Written 

by  President  Eisenhower 

From  a  column^  by  Doris  Fleeson  in  Washington  Post 
I  haven1 1  cheeked  these  figures,  but  87  years  age,  I  think  It  was, 
a  number  of  individuals  organized  a  governmental  setup  here  in  this 
country,  I  believe  it  covered  certain  eastern  areas,  with  this  idea 
they  were  following  up  based  on  a  sort  of  national  independence  arrange- 
ment and  the  program  that  every  individual  is  just  as  good  as  every  other 
individual, 

Well,  now,  of  course,  we  are  dealing  with  this  big  difference  of 
opinion,  civil  disturbance  you  might  say,  although  I  donflt  like  to  appear 
to  take  sides  or  name  any  individuals,  and  the  point  is  naturally  to  check 
up,  by  whether  any  governmental  setup  with  a  basis  like  the  one  I  was 
mentioning  has  any  validity,  whether  that  dedication  you  might  say  by 
those  early  individuals  has  any  lasting  values. 

Well,  here  we  are,  you  might  put  it  that  way,  all  together  at  the 
scene  where  one  of  these  disturbances  between  different  sides  got  going0 
We  want  to  pay  our  tribute  to  those  loved  ones,  those  departed  individuals 
who  make  the  supreme  sacrifice  here  on  the  basis  of  their  opinions  about 
how  this  setup  ought  to  be  handled 0    *t  is  absolutely  in  order  and  100  per 
cant  okay  to  do  this0 

But  if  you  look  at  the  overall  picture  of  this,  we  canflt  pay  any 
tribute— we  can't  sanctify  this  area—we  can  t  hallow,  according  to  whatever 
individual  creeds  or  faiths  or  sort  of  religious  outlooks  are  involved, 
like  I  said  about  this  particular  area.    It  was  those  individuals  them- 
selves, brave  individuals,  who  have  given  this  r  eligious  character  to 
the  areao    The  way  I  see  it,  the  rest  of  the  world  will  not  remember  any 


statements  issued  here,,  but  it  will  never  forget  how  these  sen  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  carried  this  idea  down  the  fairway. 

Out  job,  the  living  individuals 1  job  here  is  to     pick  up  the  burden 
and  sink  the  putt  they  made  these  big  efforts  here  for.    It  is  our  job 
to  get  on  with  the  assignment  and  from  these  deceased  fine  individuals 
to  take  extra  inspiration  you  could  call  itf  for  the  same  theories  about 
which  they  did  such  a  lot. 

We  have  to  make  up  our  minds  right  here  and  now,  as  I  see  it,  they 
didn't  put  out  all  that  blood,  perspiration  and  —  well  —  that  they 
didn't  just  make  a  dry  run  here,  that  all  of  us,  under  God  that  is,  the 
God  of  our  choice,  shall  beef  up  this  idea  about  freedom  and  liberty  and 
those  kind  of  arrangements  and  that  government  of  all  individuals,  by 
all  individuals  and  for  the  individuals  shall  not  pass  out  of  the  world 
picture. 


AND  NOW  FOR  A  FEW  CLOSING  RMARKSBBS  THE  PRESIDENT: 


I  haven1 t  checked  these  figures,  but  eighty-seven  years  ago,  I  think  it  was, 
a  number  of  individuals  organized  a  governmental  set-up  here  in  certain  eastern 
areas  of  this  country  with  this  idea  they  were  following  up  based  on  a  sort  of 
national  independence  arrangement  and  the  program  that  every  individual  is  just 
as  good  as  every  other  individual.    Well,  now,  of  course,  we  are  dealing  with  this 
big  difference  of  opinion,  civil  disturbance,  you  might  say,  and  the  point  is 
naturally  to  check  up,  by  actual  experience  in  the  field,  to  see  where  any 
governmental  set-up  with  a  basis  like  the  one  I  was  mentioning  has  any  validity, 
in  tft/i  other  words,  whether  that  dedication  by  those  early  individuals  will 
pay  off  inlasting  values. 

Well,  here  we  are,  you  might  put  it  that  way,  all  together  at  the  scene 
where  one  of  these  disturbances  between  different  sides  of  this  question  got 
going.  We  want  to  pay  tribute  to  those  loved  ones,  those  departed  individuals 
who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  here  on  the  basis  of  their  opinions  aBout  how 
this  arrangement  ought  to  be  handles.  It  is  absolutely  in  order  and  one  hundred 
per  cent  okay  to  do  this. 

But  if  you  look  at  the  overall  pictjnre,  we  can't  pay  any  real  tribute,  we 
can't  sanctify,  we  can't  hallow  this  particular  region.  It  was  thase  individuals 
themselves,  very  brave  individuals,  who  have  given  this  religious  character  to 
the  area.  The  way  I  see  it,  the  rest  of  the  world  will  not  remember  any  statements 
issued  here,  but  it  will  never  forget  how  these  men  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  and  carried  through  when  the  going  got  rough. 

Our  job,  the  job  of  the  living  individuals  here,  is  to  pick  up  the  burden 
and  follow  through  in  the  cuase  they  made  these  big  efforts  here  for.  It  is  our 
job  to  get  on  with  the  assignment,  and  from  these  deceased  fine  individuals 
to  take  extra  inspiration  for  the  same  theories  about  government  for  which  thay 
did  such  a  lot.  We  have  to  make  up  our  minds  right  here  and  now,  as  I  see  it, 
that  they  die  here  in  vain,  and  that  all  of  us  ^  ,  under  God,  that  is,  the  God 
of  our  choice,  shall  stand  up  for  this  idea  of  freedom  and  liberty  and  those 
kinds  of  arrangements,  and  that  government  of  all  individuals,  by  all  individuals, 
and  for  the  individuals  shall  not  pass  out  of  the  world  picture. 


SHE  TAXPAYER  5S  WAIL 
Taken  from  Cl*wla«i  Letter  Service,  too 

,         fshhars  brought  forth  upon  tills 
Two  score  end  som  years  ago,  cnu  ^™«^gd  dedicated  to  toft 
continent  a  new  ttt,  conceived  in  desperation  ano 
px-oposition  that  all  men  are  fair 

,  ,n  ft  „^a*  aaos  of  escalations*  testing  whether 
No*  *?e  are  engaged  in  *  grra*  mac.  i^overished  can 

that  -taxpayer  or  &W  taxpayer  so  eonrueea  ana  f 

long  eadurao 

~  ^  ,n,l0     We  hav©  come  to  dedicate  a  largo  portion 
5  E  ZlZ  ^t«f  .1th  those  -n  vho  here 

liveo  that  they  may  .pen*  our  moneyo 

Xt  is  Stoker  anguish  2  ^Snd*r~ 

SSHwe       beyond  oar  po^er  to  «3a  or  rtbxrww 

Xt  i8  for**  «.  W-ra-^  gj* 
return  which  the  gowrm^n*  ^  j£  devotion  to 

from  these  vanished  do ^»  *^^^^^«t  year  shall 

.  S  Z^^f^  TZ%^Xd9 

^^TZX^A^  Clause 
to  perish  from  the  earth© 
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Parodies  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address 


A  number  of  parodies  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  have  been 
written,  critics  have  enjoyed  making  humorous  comments 
about  it,  and  it  has  been  translated  into  Latin.  The  author 
believes  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  as  noted  for  his 
sense  of  humor  as  for  his  command  of  the  English  language, 
would  have  enjoyed  reading  these  items. 

Some  of  the  items  that  appear  below  were  politically  in- 
spired, but,  in  an  endeavor  to  be  impartial,  this  volume  in- 
cludes examples  written  during  the  Hoover,  Roosevelt, 
Truman,  Eisenhower,  and  Kennedy  Administrations. 
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placed  Decause  or  trie  uupuriauuu  uj.  IUI1.I6U 

I  desire  to  add  that  I  have  actively  supported  a 

tariff  on  oil  for  the  past  several  years. 

When  the  Hawley-Smoot-Grundy  tariff  bill, 
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THE  STIFF-COLLAR  COMMENTARY 


(Invaluable  excgetiYal  comments  for  those  preaching 
on  the  Experience  ol  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address. 
This  highlight  ol  ih,  Lincoln-Evcni  is  reputed  10  hav. 
been  given  by  IVesidcni  Abraham  Lincoln  ;.t  the 
'•'lion  <>l  the  National  Cemetery  ;it  Gettysburg  on 
Novcmbei  If),  l«ii."».) 

Fourscore  and  seven  years  a<*o 

I  ins  phase  is  the  work  ol  K,  an  English  professor  and  friend 
of  Lincoln  who  had  .1  propensity  lor  utilizing  ornate  language. 
Lincoln,  simple  and  uneducated  man  thai  he  was.  would  have 
said  "eighty-seven." 

our  fathers  brought  forth  an  this  continent  a  new 
tuition,  (oik fit>ed  in  liberty 

'Taihers"  is  a  faulty  iranslation  of  the  original  "forefathers." 

the  use  of  "conceived"  points  to  redactor  M,  presumably 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  who  proofread  his  speech  and  added  Ik  1 
female  bias.  (See  on  "proposition"  and  "birth.") 

and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  arc 
created  equal. 

"Proposition '—In  \f. 

I'm;  of  "created"  indicates  a  third  author.  I",  a  priest  accoiu- 
panyinx  Mi    Lincoln  on  the  train  to  Gettysburg.  Since  Lincoln 

x%  "u   "  •»>"'•»«    11  was  natural  that  lie  should  wtk  clerical 

help  .1.  aiding    limlngi«..il  icrniinotogy.  ,\  mnncl  priest,  1-. 
•<         f  '  *     Sec  on  "hallow.") 

Now  lee  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing 
whether  that  nation, 

"Thai  nation"-  soinc  scholars  see  here  the  work  of  one  lor- 
cign-born  (C?).  An   American  would  have  said  "this  nation." 

or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  lon<' 
endure. 

"Conceived"— M's  favorite  interjection. 
We  are  md  „„  „  great  battlefield  of  that  war. 

"Are  nu  t"  indicates  the  work  of  (;,  a  conductor  on  the  train 
who  used  poo,  English.  Lincoln  would  have  used  "are  meeting." 

We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that  field  as 
-  /  ...1 ■  ,„  ,., dacaMir  those  who  here  gave  their  lives 
that  that  nation  might  tare.  .ZJi^l 

"final   resting-place"  shows  clearly  that  Lincoln  rejected  all 
belief  in  an  after-life. 


"  "gather  fitting  and  proper  that  ,ee  should  do 

a  larger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we. 
cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this  ground. 
Redundant.    \  scribal  gloss. 

"Dedicate  .  consecrate  .  .  .  hallow  "—undoubtedly  the  work 
1,1  I    (I  incoln),  I",  and  I"  respectively. 

In  iIk  three  negatives,  "we  cannot."  Lincoln's  basic  insecurity 
becomes  evident;  he  no  longer  feels  capable  of  fulfilling  the: 
duties  ol  hiv  office. 

Tin  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  hex 
have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add 
or  detract. 

I'ui'ther  evidence  ol  his  inability  to  handle  such  pressing 
responsibility. 

The.  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  -what 
we  say  here;  but  it  t  an  never  forget  what  they  did  here. 
More  negative  thinking. 

//  is  for  us.  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to 
the  unfinished  work  which  they  who  fought  here  have 
thus  far  so  nobly  advanced. 

Ihc  work  of  \V.  a  warlike  adviser  who  advocated  nunc  vio- 
lence rathei  than  peace  talks.  The  "unfinished  i.ivk"  is  uiwloubr- 
<dl\    killint)  the  resl  of  the  rebel  Milcliers. 

//  /v  rather  for  n\  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  its,  that  from  these  honored  dead 
we  lake  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which 
they  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion;  that  we 
lure  highly  resolve  that,  these  dead  shall  not  have  died 
in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under  Cod,  shall  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom, 

Anothci  call  for  bloodshed  by  W. 

"Under  Cod" — pious  gloss  by  I"  or  1". 

"New  birth"— a  redaction  by  M.  showing  fundamentalist  bias. 

and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

"Shall  not  perish  from  the  earth"— a  narrowly  nationalistic 
eschatological  recension  by  \V.  who  is  looking  for  an  American 
millennium. 
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November  2,1965 


Dr.  Carl  F.  E.  Henry, 
Editor, "Christianity  Today", 
Washington,  D.C., 

Dear  Dr.  Henry: 

As  o  long  time  student  of  Lincoln  and  as  an  appreciative 
reador  of  your  publication,  I  am  completely  astounded  to  find  in  the 
issue  of  November  5,  the  article '"The  Stiff -Collar  Commentary"  by  the 
Revcrand  LoRoy  Koopman  of  Stickney, Illinois •  The  article  is  published 
as   •  invaluable  exegetical  comments  for  those  preaching  on  the  Exper- 
ience of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address". 

Anyone  who  would  use  this  artcile  would  be  far  amiss  in 
any  appraisement  of  the  facts  relative  to  this  address  on  its  inter- 
pretation. There  is  no  basis  for  many  of  the  conclusions  in  the 
artcile • 

The  article  starts  by  saying  Lincoln  is  'reputed'  to 
have  delivered  the  address, as  though  there  could  be  the  slightest 
question  about  the  fact.  Certain  words  in  it  are  attributed  to 
a  priest,  p.  railway  conductor,  to  Mrs. Lincoln.  There  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  anyone  except  the  President  had  any  hand  In  the 
preparation.  The  legend  that  the  speech  was  written  on  the  train 
to  Gettysburg  has  long  since  been  thoroughly  disproved.  The  copy 
used  by  the  President  at  Gettysburg  was  -  for  all  but  the  ending  - 
written  on  a  3heet  of  White  House  stationary  in  Ink  before  the 
President  started  for  Gettysburg  and  not  a  letter  or  word  in  It 
was  edited  in  anyway.  The  author's  conclusions  as  to  Lincoln's 
belief  and  the  fundamental  background  of  several  of  the  historic 
phrases  are  Ju3t  imaginative  deductions  which  no  Lincoln  authority 
would  accept. 

If  one  wishes  to  know  the  facts  he  should  read  the  recently 
published  book, "Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address"  by  Dr.  Louis  A.Warren 
of  Fort  Wayne, Indiana #  who  studied  this  address  for  thirty-five  or 
more  years. 

Hay  I  say  that, in  my  judgment, publication  of  thi3  article 
in  "Christianity  Today"  discredits  the  editorship  of  your  interesting 
and  often  valuable  publication.  I  hope  you  will  take  steps  to 
correct  the  discredit  done  by  the  Reverand  Stickney  to  the  memory  of 
President  Lincoln  and  his  addross  which  is  everywhere  credited  as 
one  of  the  really  great  productions  in  the  English, language. 

Respectfully, 


Charles  A. Jones 


CHRISTIANITY  TODAY 


Protestantism's 


WASHINGTON  BUILDING.  WASHINGTON.  D   C  20005 


PHONE  DISTRICT  7-1733 


HAROLD  LINDSELL 
ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 


November  4,  1965 


Mr.  Charles  A.  Jones 

The  National  Society  of  the  Sons 

of  the  American  Revolution 
139  Tibet  Road 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Jones: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  November  2nd.     I  hasten  to  reply  in 
view  of  the  observations  that  you  have  made. 

The  article  to  which  you  make  reference  by  Mr.  Koopman  must  be 
understood  in  the  light  of  the  intention.     Oncve  you  understand  this 
there  is  no  problem  whatever.     The  author  of  this  article  was  en- 
gaging in  satire.     He  never  had  any  intention  of  downgrading  or 
casting  aspersions  on  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address.     In  fact,  he 
could  not  have  written  the  article  if  he  did  not  believe  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  address  and  the  historical  facts  concerning  it.  What 
he  was  doing  was  simply  this:     he  was  using  the  Lincoln's  Gettysburg 
Address  as  a  means  or  method  to  show  what  the  Biblical  higher  critics 
do  with  the  Bible  and,  particularly,  with  the  Pentateuch.     The  liberal 
higher  critics  have  dissected  the  first  five  books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment and  have  labeled  them  as  coming  from  different  authors  under  what 
we  call  the  J,  E,  P  Hypothesis.     By  this  they  mean  that  one  section 
was  written  by  what  they  call  the  Yahweh  author,   the  second  section 
by  the  Elohim  author,  and  the  third  section  is  the  Priestly  Strand. 

By  showing  how  ridiculous  one  could  get  with  the  Gettysburg  Address, 
Mr.  Koopman  was  pointing  out  how  equally  ridiculous  it  is  for  these 
higher  critics  to  do  this  kind  of  thing  to  the  Bible.     By  using  the 
integrity  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  he  was  simply  attempting  to 
establish  the  integrity  of  the  Bible  which  is  the  living  Word  of  God. 

Everything  that  you  say  about  the  Gettysburg  Address  is  true.     And  if 
one  were  to  assume  that  the  author  of  this  article  was  serious,  the 
individual  who  wrote  it  should  be  committed  to  a  lunatic  asylum.  You 
are  quite  correct  that  the  viewpoint  expressed  would  be  imaginative 
deductions  which  no  Lincoln  authority  would  accept.     Now,  transpose 
this  over  to  the  higher  critical  views  of  the  Bible,  and  you  will  see 
what  Mr.  Koopman  is  driving  at. 


Mr.  C,  A.  Jones 


-  2  - 


November  4,  1965 


Be  assured  that  CHRISTIANITY  TODAY  wholly  realizes  and  is  completely 
committed  to  the  integrity  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  and,  also,  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Thank  you  for  taking  time  to  write  to  us;  we  do  appreciate  hearing 
from  our  readers  at  any  time.     With  every  good  wish,  I  am, 


Harold  Lindsell 


HL:mt 


November  8,1965 


Dr. Harold  Linsell 

Assoiate  Editor 
Christianity  ToDay, 
Woohingtem,  D.C#f 

Dear  Dr.Lindsell: 

I  much  appreciate  your  letter  In  reply  to  my  critical 
letter  relative    to  the  article  by  Mr.Koopman  in  your 
issue  of  November  5.    I  apologize  for  my  dumbness  in 
not  catching  on  to  tho  motivation  of  this  author. 

I  wonder  if  there  arc  not  others  -  especially  lcymen 
like  myself*  whofin  tho  absence  of  3ome  explanation 
in  the  publication  are  not  likely  also  to  misconstrue 

Sincerely, 


C.A. Jones 


February  20,  1908 


Mr.  Dave  Sutor 
New  World  Newspaper 
109  N.  Dearborn  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois  60602 

i3ear  Mr.  Sutor: 

I  rim  sorry  that  I  have  been  unable  to  locate  the  exact 
parody  on  the  Gettysburg  Address  that  you  are  seeking.  The 
closest  thing  to  it  is  on  page  85  of  a  hook  entitled  Tfffl  GETTYS- 
BURG ADDRESSES  by  Svend  Petersen  (Frederick  Dngar  Publishing  Co. 
New  York.  1965).    Tine  author  has  a  complete  chapter  on  parodies, 
but  yours  is  not  among  then.    The  one  most  like  it  is  copyrighted 
(1955)  bv  E.  C.  Publications,  Inc.    It  is  reproduced  on  page  85, 
hut  the  type  is  rather  small.    However,  I  enclose  a  copy. 

If  you  do  locate  the  one  you  want,  we  NMd  like  to  hive  a 
copy  of  it,  if  possible. 

Yours  sincerely, 


Ruth  P.  Higgins 

rphy       .%  Asst.  to  Dr.  McMurtry 

enc.  1 


THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  5,  1977 


Carter's 
Gettysburg 
Address 

By  William  Safire 

Twenty  years  ago,  Oliver  Jensen 
wrote  the  Gettysburg  Address  as  it 
would  have  been  delivered  by  Dwig/it 
Eisenhower.  Herewith  an  update: 

Exactly  two  hundred  and  one  years, 
five  months  and  one  day  ago,  our  fore- 
fathers:— and  our  foremothers,  too,  as 
my  wife,  the  First  Lady,  reminds  me 
— our  highly  competent  Founding  Per- 
sons brought  forth  on  this  land  mass 
a'new  nation,  or  entity,  dreamed  up  in 
liberty  and  dedicated  to  the  compre- 
hensive program  of  insuring  that  all 
of  us  are  created  with  the  same  basic 
human  rights. 

At  the  present  moment,  our  nation 
clearly  seems  to  be  gathered  up  in  a 
period  of  great  disharmoniousness, 
testing  whether  our  country,  or  home- 
land, can  achieve  an  increasingly 
stable  relationship  and  at  the  same 
time  balance  the  budget  by  the  end 
of  my  first  term,  which  is  my  present 
intention. 

We  have  com*  together  at  one  of 
the  great  scenes  of  that  disharmoni- 
ousness. We  have  come  to  dedicate  a 
portion  of  that  field,  within  adequate 
parameters,  as  a  final  resting  place 
for  those  whose  lack  of  compatibility 
led  to  this  unfortunate  conflict. 

There  is  no  doubt  In  my  mind  that 
it  is  fitting  and  appropriate  that  we  do 
this,  which  is  why  I  wanted  to  lend 
my  personal  presence  to  this  occasion, 
and  to  stay  close  with  you,  to  be 
worthy  of  you,  and  to  exemplify  what 
you  are. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  there  are  no 
easy  answers,  when  it  comes  to  con- 
secrating this  ground,  even  under  di- 
rection from  me.  All  of  us  in  govern- 
ment need  your  help. 

I  would  characterize  the  need  for 
hallowing  this  ground  tn  rest  on  the 
constructive  cooperation  of  all,  sides, 
and  only  titer  long  and  tedious  ne- 
gotiation, in  which  I  have  committed 
to  play  a  constructive  consultative 

,  role.  This  question  is  difficult  and  con- 
troversial and  not  easy  of  solution.  We 
cannot  afford  to  do  everything;  we 
can  only  do  cur  best. 

Thanks  to  the  news  media,  which 
I  would  say  by  and  large  is  not  guilty 
of  deliberate  distortion,  with  some  ex- 
ceptions, the  world  will  carefully  note 
and  long  remember  what  I  say  here  as 

;your  President.  But  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  never  to  forget  what  the  victims 
of  disharrrior.iousncss  did  here,  which 
i«?  why  1  have  b^en  workin"  HnsHv  with 


Congressional  leaders  of  both  parlies. 

I  have  spent  several  hours  of  my 
time  this  week  going  over  the  entire 
package  of  proposals  for  comprehen- 
sive cemetery  reform.  I  personally  have 
talked  to  many  Congressional  leaders 
today,  once  again  postponing  my  trip 
abroad,  the  need  for  which  is  urgent, 
to  get  their  support  on  proposals  which 
are  both  effective  and  fair. 

There  can  be  no  truly  comprehen- 
sive reform  without  some  sacrifice 
from  all  of  us,  as  exemplified  by  those 
brave,  competent  men,  living  and 
passed  on,  who  have  consecrated  this 
ground  far  beyond  our  poor  power  to 
add  or  subtract,  divide  or  multiply. 

Clearly,  I  think  Hhe  overriding  con- 
sideration is  that  it  is  for  us  the  liv- 
ing to  take  up  the  challenge  to  avoid 
disharmonies,  or  arguments,  or  lack 
of  friendship  and  cooperation.  In  this 
endeavor,  for  us  to  be  timid  or  reti- 
cent would  be  extremely  erroneous. 

1  have  long  favored,  and  1  said  this 
in  the  campaign,  that  we  must  dedi- 
cate and  commit  ourselves  to  the  great 
task  before  us.  My  own.  attitude  is 
that  there  should  be  a  general  realiza- 
tion that  from  these  honored  dead  we 
intend  to  take  steadily  increasing  de- 
votion toward  spelling  out  cur  top- 
priority  cause,  and  expediting  its  ef- 
fectiveness. 

That  cause,  which  is  multifaceted  in 
nature,  is  that  no  nation,  or  entity, 
can  exist  half  free  and  half  in  a  con- 
dition whereby  basic  human  rights  are 
a  subject  for  legitimate  concern.  I  pro- 
pose that  those  who  have  suffered  from 
the  crisis  that  was  engendered  shall 
net  have  made  their  really  meaningful 
contribution  in  vain. 

All  the  citizens  of  this  nation  are 
entitled  to  a  decent,  adequate  nev 
birth  of  compatibility,  but  it  woul<i 
be  erroneous  for  anyone  to  interpret 


ESSAY 

But  there  are  no 
easy  answers.  All 
of  us  in  government 
need  your  help. 

my  speaking  out  about  the  deprivation 
of  human  rights  in  other  countries  to 
be  interference  in*  their  internal  af- 
fairs, which  we  hope  will  change  in  a 
rapid  but  evolutionary  way. 

I  have  taken  a  leadership  role  in 
strongly  supporting  initiatives  for  na- 
tional survival  that  contain  three  basic 
elements  and  are  fair.  When  my  com- 
prehensive reform  proposals  are  adopt- 
ed, and  we  have  fruitful  exchanges 
between  North  and  South,  then  1  think 
it  is  accurate  to  say  that  this  govern- 
ment of  the  persons,  by  the  persons, 
ana  (or  the  persons  shall  not  vanish 
in  a  highly  erroneous  disnlay  of  in- 
romnnHhilitv  nnrl  '1ish3rmr\niniit;r>*,,-«; 


Important  Information 
Concerning  Layaways 
For  Retailers 

The  federal  law  governing  disclosure 
of  layaway  terms  falls  under  the  Truth 
in  Lending  Act.  While  the  status  of  lay- 
avay  agreenants,  under  said  act,  has 
not  yet  been  definitely  established,  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  and  the  Fedeeral 
Trade  Commission  now  both  agree  on 
the  following  general  principles. 

A  layaway  plan  is  never  subject  to 
the  provisions  on  Regulation  Z  (the  reg- 
ulation implementing  the  Truth  in 
Lending  Act)  if  the  customer  may,  at  his 
or  her  option,  obtain  a  full  refund  of  all 
amounts  paid  toward  the  cash  price  of 
the  merchandise. 

However,  it  would  seem  to  apply  to  a 
layaway  plan  if  the  customer  cannot 
obtain  a  full  refund  of  all  amounts  paid 
toward  the  cash  price,  or  if  a  service 
charge  is  imposed  or  payment  is  or  may 
be  made  in  more  than  four  installments. 

In  cases  where  the  customer  cannot 
be  returned  all  their  money  (default 
payment)  or  you  permit  payment  in 
more  than  four  installments,  Regulation 
Z  does  apply  and  the  following  should 
be  disclosed  before  the  layaway  takes 
place: 

1.  The  amount  of  service  charge,  if 
used; 

2.  How  much  you  will  keep  if  the  item 
is  not  taken  out  of  layaway  (this  is 
called  a  "default  charge"  and  should 
be  expressed  as  a  percentage,  e.g., 
1  5%  or  whatever); 

3.  State  on  the  agreement  that  you  will 
hold  the  merchandise  until  it  is  fully 
paid  for  and  describe  the  merchan- 
dise ("security  interest"); 

4.  If  you  require  regular  payments  ($10 
per  week,  for  example)  disclose  the 
date  that  they  must  be  paid;  other- 
wise, disclose  the  date  that  the  mer- 
chandise must  be  claimed. 

These  principles  represent  a  change 
from  previous  opinions  and  should  be 
duly  noted.  This  Bureau  suggests  that 
each  store  prepare  either  a  sign  with  its 
policy  to  be  posted  conspicuously  or  a 
statement  of  policy  on  its  sales  forms. 


DO  .  .  .  INVESTIGATE 
BEFORE  YOU  INVEST!!! 


"WE  ARE  MET  ON  FORM  1040*' 

"One  score  and  19  years  ago,  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this  nation  a  new 
tax,  conceived  in  despeiation  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  fair 
game.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  mass  of  calculations,  testing  whether  this 
taxpayer,  so  confused  and  so  impoverished,  can  long  endure. 

"We  are  met  on  Form  1040.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  large  portion  of  our 
income  to  a  final  resting  place  with  those  men  who  here  spend  their  lives  that  they 
may  spend  our  money.  It  is  altogether  anguish  and  torture  that  we  should  do  this. 
But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  evade,  we  cannot  cheat,  we  cannot  underestimate 
this  tax.  The  collectors,  clever  and  sly,  who  compute  here,  have  gone  far  beyond 
our  poor  power  to  add  and  subtract. 

"Our  creditors  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  pay  here,  but  the 
Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  can  never  fcget  what  we  report  here. 

"It  is  not  for  us,  the  taxpayers,  to  question  the  tax  which  the  Government  has 
thus  far  ignobly  spent.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task 
remaining  before  us  -  that  from  these  vanishing  dollars  we  take  increased 
devotion  to  the  few  remaining  ~  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  next  year  will  not 
find  us  in  the  higher  income  bracket,  that  this  taxpayer,  underpaid,  shall  figure  out 
more  deductions,  and  that  this  tax  of  the  people,  by  the  Congress,  for  the 
Government,  shall  not  cause  solvency  to  perish." 

 Anonymous 


ATTENTION:  PERSONNEL  ADMINISTRATORS 

1978  -  1979  Salary  Survey  for  Middle  Management  Personnel 

As  a  service  to  our  membeis,  your  BBB  is  making  available  to  you  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  a  Salary  Survey  for  middle  management  person- 
nel. This  survey  is  done  annually  by  The  Administrative  Management  Society. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Chapter  of  AMS  Members  (and  others  in  this  area)  recognize 
a  considerable  need  for  up-to-date,  reliable  exempt  salary  data  for  middle 
management  personnel.  We,  therefore,  extend  a  most  cordial  invitation  to  you  to 
participate  in  the  seventh  annual  AMSsurvey  of  middle  managment  salaries. 

Twenty  carefully  selected  "benchmark"  positions  found  most  frequently  in 
offices  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  will  be  included  in  this 
survey.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  AMS  Chapter  network,  the  AMS 
International  Salary  Survey  Committee  will  produce  valid  and  meaningful 
salary  and  fringe  benefit  information. 

Your  participation  will  be  a  significant  contribution  to  this  comprehensive 
survey.  Moreover,  it  guarantees  that  you  will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of 
the  overall  results  of  the  survey.  To  all  other  non-participants  the  price  will  be 
$75.00. 

Please  be  assured  that  procedures  have  been  established  to  guarantee  com- 
plete confidentiality  of  this  exempt  salary  data.  We  ask  that  you  complete  and 
return  the  enclosed  response  card  promptly  so  that  we  can  send  along  a  coded 
questionnaire  and  other  materials  necessary  for  completing  this  survey. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  in  making  this  survey  a  meaningful  tool  in 
administering  salaries  for  your  middle  management  personnel.  _v55*o 

 ^s. 


To: 


Better  Business  Bureau 
716  S.  Barr  46802 


Yes,  my  company  will  participate  in  the  Annual  AMS  survey  of 
middle  management  salaries.  Please  send  me  two  questionnaires 
and  necessary  instructions. 

I  have  been  assured  that  the  salary  data  I  submit  will  remain 
strictly  confidential,  and  that  I  will  receive  a  complimentary  copy 
of  the  results  of  the  survey  on  completion. 


Name 


Job  Title 


Company 

Address 

City 


State 


Postal  No. 
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Hie  Gettysburg  Address  In  Eteenhowerese 


By  Oliver  Jensen  ' 

I  haven't  checked  these  figures  but  87  years  ago, 
I  think  it  was,  a  number  of  individuals  orgutada 
governmental  set-up  here  in  this  country,  IbeUeve 
it  covered  certain  Eastern  areas,  with  this  idea 
they  were  following  up  based  on  a  sort  of  national 
independence  arrangement  and  the  program  tot 
«UrV  individual  is  just  as  good  as  every  other  , 
individuals.  Well,  now,  of  course,  we  fre  deling 
with  this  big  difference  of  opinion,  civil  disturbance 
Ton  might  sly ,  although  I  don't  like  to 
lake  sides  or  name  any  individuals,  and  the  potot  is 
naturally  to  check  up,  by  actual  experience  in  to  - 
field  to  see  whether  any  governmental  set-up  with 
a  basis  like  the  one  I  was  mentioning  has  any 
validity  and  find  out  whether  that  dedication  by 
tCe  early  individuals  will  pay  off  in  lasting  values 
and  things  of  that  kind.  . .  ■ 

BuUfyou  look  at  the  over-all  picture  of  this,  we 
canTpayany  tribute- we  can't  sanctify  tos  area, 
you  rrdght  say  -  we  can't  hallow  according  to 
whatever  individual  creeds  or  faiths  or  sort  of 
religious  outlooks  are  involved  like  I  said  about  this 
particular  area.  It  was  those  individuals  • 
themselves,  including  the  enlisted  men,  very  brave 


individuals ,  who  have  given  the  religious  character 
to  the  area.  The  way  I  see  it,  the  rest  of  the  world 
will  not  remember  any  statements  issued  here  but 
it  will  never  forget  how  these  men  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  carried  this  idea  down 

the  fftirwflV 

Now  frankly,  our  job,  the  living  individuals'  Job 
here  is  to  pick  up  the  burden  and  sink  the  putt  they 
made  these  big  efforts  here  for.  It  is  our  jobto  get 
on  with  the  assignment-and  from  these  deceased 
fine  individuals  to  take  extra  inspiration,  you  could 
call  it  for  the  same  theories  about  the  set-up  for 
which'  they  made  such  a  big  contribution.  We  have 
to  make  up  our  minds  right  here  and  now  as  I  see 
it  that  thev  didn't  put  out  all  that  blood, 
£££5  and -  well  -  that  toy  didn't  Just 
make  a  dry  run  here,  and  tot  all  of  us  here,  under 
^  thaTta,  the  God  of  our  choice,  shall  beef  up  this 
idea  about  freedom  and  liberty  and  those  kind  of 
arrangements,  and  tot  government  of  all 
individuals,  by  all  individuals  and  for  the 
individuals,  shall  not  pass  out  of  the  world-picture. 

From  "The  Best  of  Modern  Humor" 


If  Lincoln  spoke 
on  a  great  winter 

By  William  Janz 

Four  days  and  seven  hours  ago,  our  meteorologists  brought 
forth  upon  this  state  a  new  storm  front,  conceived  in  the 
Arctic  Circle,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  there  is 
life  below  zero. 

Now  we  are  about  to  be  engaged  in  another  great  winter, 
testing  whether  this  state,  or  any  state  north  of  the  frost  line, 
can  long  endure.  .  . 

We  are  met  this  week  on  the  first  great  icefield  of  that 
winter  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  a  final 
resting  place  for  those  who  just  can't  make  it  through 
another  winter.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we 
should  do  this. 

But  in  a  larger  sense,  we  can  not  dedicate,  we  can  not 
consecrate,  we  can  not  hallow  this  ground,  until  spring,  when 
everything  thaws. 

The  brave  men  and  women  of  past  winters,  living  in 
Florida  or  dead,  who  struggled  here  with  their  plows  and 
shovels  and  snow  throwers  and  rock  salt,  have  consecrated 
this  ground  with  their  frostbite  and  their  calls  for  help. 

The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we 
went  through  so  early  in  the  season,  but  it  can  .never  forget 
what  they  piled  up  in  the  past  with  their  shovels. 

It  is  for  us  the  shiverers,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the 
unfinished  plowing,  which  they  who  fought  here  have  thus 
far  so  nobly  advanced  with  their  machines.  It  is  rather  for  us 
to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us  - 
December,  January  and  February,  for  which  they  gave  the 
last  full  measure  of  devotion. 

That  from  these  honored  men  and  women,  frozen  fast  by 
past  winters,  we  take  increased  devotion  to  what  needs  to  be 
shoveled  ahead. 

That  what  they  accomplished  with  their  ancient  tools  and 
great  courage  will  be  for  us  a  bright  beacon  of  ice,  pointing 
us  toward  the  promised  land  of  June  and  July. 

That  we  here  highly  resolve  that  those  snowplowers  of  the 
past  shall  not  have  plowed  in  vain. 

And  that  this  state,  under  snow,  shall  have  cleared  spots 
upon  which  to  walk,  shall  retain  the  inalienable  right  to 
electric  blankets,  the  pursuit  of  firewood,  coal,  oil,  natural 
eas  charcoal  and  other  similar  combustible  substances,  and, 
most  importantly,  that  heavy-duty  snowplows  of  the  people, 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people  shall  not  perish  from  this 
state.  '•   
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4  scor  n  7  yrs  ago  R  4fathrs  broi 
4th  on  this  conlOnt  a  nu  nashn... 


GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS  in  beat-nik 


Four  score  and  like  seven  years  ago,  our  old  daddies  cane  on  this  scene  with  a 
new  group,  grooved  in  free  kicks  and  hip  to  the  jazz  that  all  cats  make  it  the 
sane.    Now  we1  re  real  hung  up  in  a  crazy  big  hassle,  digging  whether  that  group 
or  any  group  so  grooved  and  so  hip  can  keep  on  swinging, 

We're  making  it  on  a  wild  spot  of  that  hassle.    We've  got  eyes  to  tag  a  little 
of  that  spot  as  a  last  lay-down  pad  for  those  who  are  conked  out  so  that  group 
might  still  score.    It's  frantically  cool  and  jivy  that  we're  on  this  kick.  But 
in  a  bigger  ribble,  we  can't  shake  up,  we  can't  shake  down,  we  can't  sound  off, 

we  can't  even  clue  in  this  jazz.    The  cool  cats  with  us  and  down  unc'er,  who 
flipped  here,  have  oegcjed  it  straighter  than  we  could  ever  mess  with. 

The  squares  will  never  buy  this  bit,  nor  dig  the  lyrics  we  spiel  here;  but 
they  can't  ever  put  down  what  those  studs  did  here.    It's  for  us,  the  on-cats, 
who  out  to  nick  up  on  those  still  wailing  blues  which  the  off -cats  who  goofed 
here  have  blown  so  crazily  up  till  now.    Man.'    Like  we  really  out  to  be 
here  with  eyes  fixed  on  this  wild  gig  that  still  needs  action;  that  from  those 
far-out  D.O.A. 's  we  get  a  little  higher  on  that  kick  for  which  they  really 
went  and  blew  their  gaskets;  that  we  take  it  on  to  set  straight  that  those 
cats  shall  not  have  kicked  off  »quare;  that  this  group,  under  God,  shall  blow 
a  crazy  new  sound,  and  that  a  hot  combo  of  the  hipsters,  by  the  hipsters,  and 
for  the  hipsters,  shall  not  cut  out  from  the  scene. 
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THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS  IN  AX  RHYTHM 

Mary  Austin  said  the  ax  rhythm  of  the  railsplitter  strode  through 
Lincoln's  prose. 

At  the  time  I  found  the  idea  ravishing.  After  all  —  Abe  had  an  ax  in 
his  bony  hand  at  the  age  of  eight.  He  cleared  his  acres  and  counted  his 
stumps  all .through  his  barefoot  teens.    At  twenty-one  he  had  a  contract 

with  the  county  sheriff  in  Illinois  to  split  three  thousand  rails   

hickory,  all  of  them.     "He  could  sink  an  ax  deeper  in  wood... He  could  strike 
with  a  mall  a  heavier  blow  than  any  man  I  ever  saw,"  his  old  neighbor, 
William  Wood,  declared.    The  wedge,  the  blade,  and  the  mall  were  his 
trade  until  he  was  twenty-one. 

I  tried  splitting  a  hickory  log  once.  It  wasn't  much  of  a  log.  But 
it  took  me  all  afternoon,  and  the  next  one  and  the  next  one,  too,  before 
I  gave  up  mad  and  let  that  stubborn,  unsplittable  hickory  get  the  better 
of  me. 

But  for  twenty  years  I  have  listened  in  vain  for  the  crack  of  the  ax  in  the 
lissome,  sinuous  prose  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  cannot  find  brute  blows,  sharp 
shocks,  blunt  force  in  Lincoln's  prose.  Instead  of  sudden  doom  and  the 
severing  of  living  fiber,  I  hear,  rather,  the  rush  and  the  shove  of  a 
river,  and  the  furor  of  silence  that  trembles  through  a  ripe  forest  whene 
the  forester  walks. 

In  Lincoln's  prose  the  great  thought -trunks  are  felled  with  easy 
grace.  As  "they  crash  the  sound  of  the  brushing  leaves  crests  like  an 
inland  breaker  in  the  mind.    The  solid  thump  of  the  log,  shudders  on  the 
breastbone  of  zhe  planet,  followed  by  stunned  silence.    A  mighty  idea 
has  been  earthed. 
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What  was  a  wild-growing  tree  in  a  thicket  of  language,  is  now 
a  noble  timber,  usefully  laid  alongside  other  working  wood. 
Only  Lincoln  could  cut  and  cord  such  prose. 

There  is  lumber  too  big  to  conquer  with  slam-bang,  chopwood  words. 
Suppose  he  had  gone  to  Gettysburg  with  two-minute s-wrth  of  eternal 
wisdom  splintered  and  split  into  chipsize,  axbeat  packets!    The  Gettysburg 
address  would  have  sounded  like  this: 

Four  score,  and  eight  years  back,  our  fathers  built,  on  this  land, 
a  new  home,  in  fact  conceived,  in  liberty,  and  bound  to  prove,  that 
all  men,  are  made  the  same.    Now  we  are  tied,  in  a  great  war,  between 
ournelves,  meant  to  test,  if  this  land,  or  any  land,  so  born,  and  so 
aimed,  can  long  last.    We  are  met,  on  a  key  spot,  of  ihat  war.    We  have 
come,  to  set  aside,  a  small  plot,  of  that  field  —  a  resting  place,  for 
■those  men,  who  here  died,  that  that  land,  might  live.    It  is  quite  fit, 
and  proper  too,  that  we  should  do,  this  deed.    On  the  other  hand,  in  a 
larger  sense,  we  cannot  bless,  we  cannot  praise,  we  cannot  mark,  this 
ground.    The  brave  men,  live  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  done  1hat, 
far  beyond,  our  poor  pow'r,  to  add  or  cut.  The  outer  world,  will  little 
note,  nor  call  to  mind,  our  present  talk,  nor  will  it  yet,  indeed  forget, 
that  which  they  did.    For  those  of  us,  still  alive,  must  carry  on,  the 
half-done  work,  which  they  who  fought,  have  here  thus  far,  so  well  begun. 
It  is  for  us,  to  here  adopt,  the  great  task,  as  yet  undone,  that  from 
these  dead,  we  take  new  faith,  in  that  cause,  for  which  they  gave,  the 
last  full  charge,  of  loyal  faith  —  that  we  decide,  in  high  resolve, 
that  these  dead,  shall  not  have  died  —  in  vain      that  this  land,  under 
God,  shall  truly  have,  a  new  birth,  of  freedom-hood,  and  that  -this  state, 
of  which  we  vote,  by  which  we  vote,  for  which  we  vote,  shall  not  pass, 
from  the  earth. 
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Some  timbers  are  too  tough  in  the  stalk  and  too  broad  in 
the  root,  to  nibble  at  with  little  blades. 


Harry  Wood 
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Contest  winner 

Good  bad  writing  rewarded 

One  editor  takes  a  classic  piece  of  prose 
and  reduces  it  to  so  much  corporate  crap 

We've  selected  a  winner  in  our  "Bad  Corporate  Writing" 
contest.  It  wasn't  easy — a  lot  of  our  readers  were  very 
good  at  being  bad  on  demand.  The  winner  receives  a  free 
subscription  to  RR. 

Winner,  Arthur  J.  Marino,  Jr.,  manager,  corporate 
public  relations,  PPG  Industries,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.:  Title: 
If  Abe  Had  Majored  in  Business:  "About  nine  10-year 
plans  ago,  the  original  directors  founded  this  organization 
based  on  the  concept  of  individual  responsibility,  and 
dedicated  to  the  management  theory  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  would  be  applied  insofar  as  possible  in  an 
equitable  manner.  Now  we  have  become  involved  in  an 
intraorganizational  dispute  testing  the  validity  of  this 
theory.  Our  meeting  is  being  held  in  one  of  the  major 
conference  areas  of  this  dispute.  The  purpose  of  our 
meeting  is  to  memorialize  a  portion  of  this  area  as  a  tribute 
to  our  coworkers  who  as  a  result  of  this  struggle  for  the 
preservation  of  the  organization  have  become  terminated. 
It  is  well  within  our  delineated  region  of  responsibility  to 
take  action  toward  this  end.  But,  envisioning  this  action 
from  a  higher  conceptual  level,  we  cannot,  in  an  actual 
sense,  memorialize  this  area.  The  dedicated  employees, 
active  and  terminated,  who  aggressively  exchanged  points 
of  view  here  have  memorialized  it  far  beyond  our  capabili- 
ties to  upgrade  or  devalue.  The  stock  exchange  will  not 
long  be  influenced  by  our  commentaries  here,  but  it  will 
never  recover  from  their  power  struggle.  It  is  for  us  the 
active  employees,  rather,  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the 
uncompleted  project  which  they  who  conferenced  here 
have  thus  far  more  than  satisfactorily  advanced  towards  the 
ultimate  objective.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to 
the  major  portion  of  the  project  remaining  in  the  unknown 
future — that  from  these  honored  terminants  we  take 
increased  motivation  to  that  project  for  which  they  gave 
the  ultimate  of  their  capabilities— that  we  here  pass  a 
unanimous  resolution  that  these  terminants  shall  not  have 
been  terminated  without  a  positive  spin-off — that  this 
organization,  under  our  board  chairman,  shall  have  a 
renewal  of  our  initial  corporate  charter — and  that  manage- 
ment of,  by  and/or  for  the  employees  shall  not  perish  from 
the  industry. 

Runner-up,  Carol  Wallace,  Children's  Hospital 
Medical  Center  of  Akron,  Akron,  Ohio.  Carol  will 
receive  a  free  copy  of  Digby  Whitman's  The  Road  to 
Readability.  Thanks  again  to  all  those  who  participated. 


